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 Ministry of Education
· After reviewing the federal Law number (1) for the year 1972 regarding the ministries and the revised laws:
· The decree of the Federal law number (3) for the year 2007, regarding the private schools.
· The decree of the Federal law number (11 for the year 2008, regarding the human resources in the federal government and its amendments.
· The decree of the law number (15) for the year 2016, regarding the instauration of the UAE Organization of Primary Education
· The decision of the Ministers Council number (29) for the year 2008, regarding the organization list of Private Education
· The decision of the Ministers Council number (28) for the year 2016, regarding the organization Framework of the Ministry of Education.
· The decision of the Ministers Council of the law number (29) for the year 2008, regarding the organization list of Private Education
· The decision of the Ministers Council of the law number (1) for the year 2018, regarding the
We have decided:
Section 1
In the application of the provisions of this resolution, the following words shall have the meanings indicated opposite each of them unless the context otherwise.
Country: United Arab Emirates.
Ministry: Ministry of Education.
Minister: Minister of Education.
Private school: A non-governmental educational facility that provides educational and educational services from kindergarten to the end of secondary education.
Embassy Schools: foreign private schools connected with their countries in terms of educational ladder, educational curricula and exams concurrent with examinations in their countries and the bases of success and failure and certification according to the Ministry of Education, the Commission or the educational council in those countries. 

Section 2:
The private schools in the UAE can be classified under these categories:
Ministry Curriculum Schools.
American Curriculum Schools.
 British Curriculum Schools.
IB Curriculum Schools.
Canadian Curriculum Schools.
French Curriculum Schools.
Consul Schools.
Other Curriculum Schools.
Section 3
The students in private schools that apply the MOE are subject to the regulations in the public Education. After applying to the General Secondary Certificate and passing it, the students are awarded Secondary School Certificate accredited by the MOE in the form of specific streams (general, advanced or elite).
Section 4:
The Secondary school certificates in private schools that are not following the MOE curriculum are to be equalized based on the following general conditions:
1. The Educational system and the Applied Curriculum are approved and authorized by the UAE.
2. The Educational institution that awards the certificate is approved and authorized by the UAE.
3. The school is approved and authorized by the UAE.
4. The authority providing the degree accredits the school.
5. The educational levels are equivalent to those of the Ministry.
6. The school Secondary Certificate allows its holder to be eligible to UAE Universities.
7. The school follows all the national requirements.
8. The student passes the EMSAT as per the UAE regulations.
Section 5
1. Secondary school certificates in private schools following the American Curriculum are equalized according to the following general conditions:
a. The regulations in section 4 in this circular are applied.
b. The student completes successfully the grades (9+10+11+12) with not less than 18 credits (Instead of credit the Arabic document uses hours). And the minimum mark to pass each subject is not less than D or 60%, Arabic language & Islamic are not to be counted among the subjects. 
c. The student completes successfully grade 12 not less than 60% or D. 
d. The student completes successfully the EMSAT tests in G12 as per the UAE regulations. 
2. Secondary school certificates in private schools following the American Curriculum are equivalent to the General Track according to the following conditions:
1. The general conditions of clause (1) in this section are applied.
2. The student completes successfully in grades (9+10+11+12) the following subjects::
3. English language (not less than 4 credit hours)
4. Mathematics (not less than 4 credit hours)
5. Sciences subjects (not less than 4 credit hours), Physics should be included.
6. Social studies or human science (not less than 3 credit hours)
3. The certificates of completion of the secondary stage of the private schools that apply the American Curriculum are equivalent to the Advanced Track according to the following conditions:
1. The general conditions of clause (1) in this section are applied.
2. The student completes successfully in grades (9+10+11+12) the following subjects:
a. English language (not less than 4 credit hours)
b. Mathematics (not less than 4 credit hours) Calculus Based level AP-is included.
c. Sciences subjects (not less than 4 credit hours), should include Physics (Calculus Based) and 1 of the 2 subjects (Chemistry or Biology) at AP level.
d. Social studies or human science (not less than 3 credit hours)

4- Secondary school completion certificates are equivalent to private schools that apply the American Curriculum to the Elite Track according to the following conditions
1. The general conditions of clause (1) in this section are applied.
2. The student completes successfully in grades (9+10+11+12) the following subjects:
a. English language (not less than 4 credit hours)
b. Mathematics (not less than 4 credit hours) Calculus Based level AP-is included
c. Physics including: 
i. AP Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism
ii. AP Physics C: Mechanics
d. Chemistry or Biology at AP level.
e. Any other subject at AP level, Arabic language & Islamic subjects are not included.
Section 6
1. Secondary school certificates in private schools following the British Curriculum with the General Secondary Certificate are equalized without specifying the tracks according to the following general conditions:
a. The regulations in section 4 in this circular are applied.
b. The student completes successfully grade 12 or its equivalent. 
c. The student completes successfully (5) subjects at the normal level (IGCSE or GCSE level) with (A*, A, B, C, D) or (3,4,5,6,7,8,9) to include the following subjects: 
i. Mathematics
ii. A subject from Sciences subjects (physics - chemistry - biology) or dual science.
iii. English language or English literature subject 
2. The student completes successfully (2) subjects at the high level (GCE Advanced level) with (A*, A, B, C, D).
3. Arabic language and Islamic are not to be counted as part of the subjects. 
4. The student chooses his subjects among the subjects approved by the MOE. 
Section 7:
1. Secondary school certificates in private schools following the IB program are equalized according to the following general conditions:
a. The regulations in section 4 in this circular are respected.
b. The school is authorized by the IBO.
c. The student has successfully completed grade 12 or its equivalent. 
d. The student chooses his subjects among the subjects approved by the IBO.
2. Secondary school certificates in private schools following the IB program are equalized according to one of the tracks in clauses 3, 4, 5 and 6 in this article. 

Track 1: 
IB Diploma Programme is equalised without mentioning the tracks in the following conditions: 
a. The general conditions of section 1 of this article are respected.
b. The student gets the IB Diploma without counting Islamic as one of the subjects to get the diploma. 
Track 2: 
IB Subject Certificates is equalised without mentioning the tracks in the following conditions:
a. The general conditions of section 1 of this article are respected.
b. The student passes 6 subjects of the IB Programme according to these conditions: 
c. No mark less than a 3. 
d. No total less than 21. 
e. The student completes successfully the compulsory subjects within the six subjects to be equalised: English, Maths, One science and these subjects can be taught in SL or HL. 
f. Islamic is not to be counted as one of the subjects. 
Track 3: 
IB Career-Related Program is equalised without mentioning the tracks in the following conditions:
1. The general conditions of section 1 of this article are respected.
2. The student completes successfully 5 subjects in SL level (IGCSE or GCSE level) with a passing grade (A*, A, B, C, D) or (3,4,5,6,7,8,9) with the conditions: 
3. The subjects include: 
a. Maths.
b. One science (Physics, chemistry and biology) or dual subject. 
c. English language or English literature. 
d. Islamic and Arabic are not to be counted as part of the subjects. 
4. The student chooses his subjects among the subjects authorised by the MOE. 
5. The student completes successfully 3 IB subjects with a minimum 3 grade and these and these subjects can be taken in SL or HL. Islamic subject is not to be counted among the 3 subjects. 
6. Islamic is not to be counted as one of the subjects. 
Track 4: 
IB Career-Related Program is equalised to UAE Professional High school diploma in a specified field according to these conditions: 
a. The general conditions of section 1 of this article are respected.
b. The student completes successfully 2 IB diploma subjects with a minimum 3 grade and these subjects can be taken in SL or HL. Islamic subject is not to be counted among the 2 subjects. 
c. The student completes successfully BTEC Level 3 Diploma with 90 credits with a minimum PP grade within the subjects authorised by the MOE. 
d. This equalization is also possible in the same specification (BTEC Level 3Diploma) and allows its holder to complete university studies only in the same field or a related field within the ministry regulations. 
      Section 8: Canadian Curriculum
1. Secondary school certificates in private schools following the Canadian Curriculum are equalized according to the following general conditions: The regulations in section 4 in this circular are applied.
a. The school is authorised by an authority in Canada. 
b.  The student completes successfully the grades (10+11+12) according to the curriculum and the study plan of the Canadian province they are attached to. 
c. Student gets the Graduation diploma in the secondary phase.
d. The final diploma that the student gets is accredited by the province the school is attached and following its regulations. 
     Section 9: Australian Curriculum 
1. Secondary school certificates in private schools following the Australian Curriculum are equalized according to the following general conditions:
a. The regulations in section 4 in this circular are applied.
b. The school is authorised by an authority in a province in Australia. . 
c. The student completes successfully the grades (10+11+12) according to the curriculum and the study plan of the Australian province they are attached to. 
d. Student gets the Graduation diploma in the secondary phase.
e. The final diploma that the student gets is accredited by the province the school is attached to and following its regulations. 
     Section 10: French Curriculum
Section 11: 
UAE schools have the full responsibility to abide to the rules of this circular. 
UAE Higher education institutions are required to request an equivalency issued by the Ministry of Education as a mandatory condition for the admission of the students 
    Section 12
The UAE Ministry authorities will follow up with higher education institutions in regards to the application of this circular and will present its report to us. After this we will decide on what is the appropriate consequence to the violation of the regulations of this circular.
    Section 13
An Equivalency committee will be organised led by the Secretary of Academic Affairs in Higher Education and a number of members that will be specialised in: 
1. Revision of the Equivalency of diplomas in private schools.
2. Considering the situations where the equivalency doesn’t apply. 
3. Considering the situations where the conditions of equivalency are not met.  
   Section 14
1. The Equivalency circular (848 of the year 2018) is canceled.  
2. The regulations of this circular applies to all high school certificates issued by private schools by the end of the academic year 2022-2023. 
3. The Equivalency Circular (199) of the year 2019 is to be modified in the transitional period until the end of the academic year 2020/2021 with the extension of the period until the end of the academic year 2021/2022 waiting for the application of this circular. 
4. The UAE private schools and the UAE higher education institutions arrange their conditions to apply the regulations of this circular.
     


Section 15
The Secretary of Academic Affairs in Higher Education can make decisions and issue circulars that will guarantee the application of the regulations of this circular. 

Section 16
The Equivalency Committee shares with us their suggestions to issue ministerial regulations in relation to EMSAT tests in grade 12 according the different curriculums and in relation to this circular within a month after the publication of this circular. 

Section 17
This circular is to be shared with all parties that will implement it. It cancels all previous circulars that contain different provisions. 
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